
 

 

Counting our blessings…. 

We are so thankful for 

God’s continued provision as we 

work in Mexico.  We have 

many things to be thankful 

for…. 

*Hortencia’s health, 

she’s feeling great! 

*More churches joining in 

the work.  We now have churches helping 

us support  Margarita and Modesta.  We 

have a church providing funding to help 

Margarita feed the children when Horten-

cia comes to teach them.   Another church 

helping Modesta with the ministry she does 

in her home and on street corners through-

out Torreon. 

*New workers..welcome to Adolfo.  He is 

taking the work to Zacatecas, Mexico.  At 

the present time, Hortencia is giving him 

money to help with the ministry.  We 

brought nearly 100 lessons, a cd player and 

many kids cds to ship to him as he begins 

this new work! 

*A van to use to go back and forth into 

Mexico from Texas.  Thank you, Eliam Bap-

tist Church!  And thankful that we had no 

problems registering it in Texas. 

*Thankful that FBC, Del Rio, is collecting toys 

for the children in Mexico.  God is so good! 

WHAT DO MEXICO, A SOCK HOP & A 
SCHOOL HAVE IN COMMON? 

Our friend, Patty, 

started a project she 

named, “Threads of 

Hope”.  The whole 

school got involved 

and collected over 

2000 pairs of socks.  To celebrate the 

success of the project, the older 

grades had a Sock Hop, while the  

younger grades had pajama day.  

Many thanks to all who participated! 

Thanks to their gen-

erosity, children 

throughout Acuna, 

Torreon and 

Zacatecas will have 

warm feet! 

 

Paul and Pat continue to “commute” 

to Texas and Mexico.  We are thank-

ful for our safe travels  to  Texas and 

safe travels in Mexico.  In May, we 

packed the car with things we had 

collected and took them to Horten-

cia.  We were thankful that we were 

able to take everything across that 

had been donated and collected. 

In September, Pat flew to Del Rio.  

Many thanks to New Beginnings Bap-

tist Church for helping with her airfare.  

Because of their help, Pat was able to 

take an extra suitcase packed full of 

school supplies.  While at church in 

Del Rio, a friend came up and said, 

“We got a deal on some flip-flops”.  

Could you use 

them for Mex-

ico?  Pat re-

sponded 

“Sure!”  Much 

to her surprise 

they had over 

400 pairs of flip-flops.  All are in Acuna 

and will be given out at Christmas.   

In November, Paul and Pat joined a 

fantastic group of people from Eliam 

Baptist Church to work in Acuna.  The 

purpose of this trip was to repair 

Hortencia’s roof.  Over the summer, 

one of the wettest summers in a  long 

time, 

Horten-

cia said 

it was 

raining 

inside 

her 

house 

every 

time it rained outside.  Now, thanks to 

a great team of workers, she has a 

roof that won’t leak for awhile. 

 

Each day while the men worked on 

the roof, the women on the team 

prepared for the day centers.  They 

prepared over 300 crafts for our use 

and for Hortencia to use for Christ-

mas.  Then, at each day center, the 

women put on puppet shows.  We 

are thankful for bi-lingual puppets!  

Pat got to watch and see how the 

puppets really grabbed the chil-

dren’s attention while teaching 

them about Jesus.  

At each day center, it is always in-

teresting to see that not only the 

children come and learn, but also to 

see the 

adults come 

and partici-

pate. This 

woman not 

only listened 

to the lesson, but was thrilled to 

complete the craft.  She is well over 

70 years old...but never to old to 

learn about Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eliam Baptist Church team with 

Hortencia and Jose.  Thanks for a job 

well done! 

 

Reaching Mexico, one child at a time. 

Paul and Pat Sham 
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“ T oday in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. ”  Luke 2:11 

“ I n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ”   John 1:1 
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Off with the old tag…                       On with the new tag! 

We are so thankful for the van and safe transportation in and out 

of Mexico.  Texas tags make a big difference as we travel in Mex-

ico...not only for safety reasons, but it seems to be easier to cross 

the border, too. 

A big thanks to the group from Texas who came and put a new 

roof on Margarita’s house.  When Pat visited in September, Marga-

rita and her family were moving out because they felt their house 

was no longer safe.  Because children meet there daily for Horten-

cia to teach, she didn’t want to endanger them.   

The kitchen before.. 

 

 

 

 

 

       The kitchen after the new roof. 

Not only does the new roof provide a safe 

place for Margarita and her family to live, 

and provide a safe place for Hortencia to teach the children about 

Jesus, but it also shines as a witness to the community of God at 

work!  Many thanks to the team who fixed her roof. 

 

THE NEW COMPUTER LAB: 

Many thanks to Deb and Sarah 

for meeting the need for a 

computer lab.  Their donation 

provided 2 computers which 

are now at the OPI Day Center.  

Every evening, Yvonne opens 

the Day Center for teenagers to 

come and practice their com-

puter skills.  Yvonne is a beautiful young woman who has grown 

up learning about Jesus through the Day Centers.  She now lives 

at the OPI Day Center.  Having computers at the Day Center, 

gives students in the OPI colonia a place to work with computers.  

If they have questions or need help, Yvonne is able to help them. 

 

 

It’s Official...Cord Ministries is now registered as a non-profit 

organization in Florida.  We are in the process of filing for tax ex-

empt status.  Once we are tax exempt, we will be able to issue let-

ters for donations for tax purposes.  We are thankful for 4 Corners 

Baptist Church as they accept donations on behalf of Cord Minis-

tries.  We will keep you posted when Cord Ministries becomes tax 

exempt.  Cord Ministry now has its own address:  Cord Ministries; 

P.O. Box 702190; St. Cloud, FL  34770-2190. 

Christmas  past: 

Christmas in a bag… 

Hortencia labels each bag with 

a child’s name, age and loca-

tion.  Bags are filled with toys, 

clothes and personal care items.  

Donations from everywhere are 

used to fill the bags!  Your gift 

makes a difference. 

 

 

These girls unpacked their 

bags.  There were toys 

and clothes...but the little 

girl on the right is thrilled 

to receive a bar of soap! 

 

 

 

The young man holding up 

the shirt, received 2 shirts in 

his Christmas bag.  Before Pat 

could get he camera out, he 

had tried on one shirt and 

taken it off.  Then, held up 

the second shirt.  He was very 

happy to receive these “new” 

clothes! 

 

This is Juanita.  Each year we see her at 

Piedras Negras...she comes with a few 

more wrinkles and a few less teeth, but 

the happiest face you can imagine.  She is 

just as happy as the kids to receive a gift 

for Christmas. 

We are 

thankful 

for Jimmy 

and his group of wonderful volun-

teers.  Last year, they came to OPI 

and provided a 

wonderful street 

party and Christ-

mas for the entire 

OPI colonia.  There were carnival type games, 

school supplies and shoes for the children.  We 

look forward to working with Jimmy and his 

group again this year.  God is so good! 

 

Merry Christmas 

From the entire Cord Ministry Team. 

May God richly bless your Christmas and New Year! 


