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We are so blessed!  This spring, we were 

given a lot of baby and toddler clothes 

for the children in Mexico.  We went 

through the “Declare Line” on our trip in 

May and paid the “tax” to get the clothes 

in.  Little did we know that there is a 

huge need for baby/toddler clothing.  At 

the DIF Day Center, there are many, 

many babies and toddlers coming to 

learn about Jesus.  Hortencia said, “God 

provided just what we needed.”   Every 

Sunday afternoon, you will find Horten-

cia teaching the children and women at 

DIF.  Recently, the city cleaned up the 

playground and added a shelter.  On 

those days when it is 100+ degrees, the 

shelter will help with a little shade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are thankful to everyone who calls 

and says, “Can you bring  ??? to Mexico?” 

Many times you all think of things we 

would not have thought of.  But every-

thing is used.  We have friends making 

cloth bags of all different sizes, friends 

donating shampoos, conditioners, soaps, 

etc. from their travels, crayons from res-

taurants, etc.  We appreciate everything 

we get to take to Mexico. 

Many thanks to Eliam Baptist Church for 

the school supplies and witnessing dolls: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The women at Eliam made over 25 dolls 

for us to take to Mexico….no translations 

needed…”I was blind but now I see” 

Children’s  Day...There are special pro-

jects, gifts and food and the children 

come!  Here are just a few kids at the OPI 

Day Center who have come to learn 

about Jesus and celebrate Children’s 

Day.  Over 190 children participated in 

the locations Hortencia teaches at 

throughout Acuna.  

THE PASTORS CONFERENCE 

When I was in Acuna in February, 

Hortencia shared with me that she felt 

God leading her to have a “Pastors Con-

ference”  where the local pastors could 

come together and make a plan for 

working with the children in Acuna.  It 

was a big project for Hortencia to take 

on, but she obeyed what God was telling 

her to do.  On April 17, the pastors 

came..over 35 pastors.  Hortencia taught 

them like she teaches the children.  They 

sang, they learned a memory verse, they 

listened to a Bible story and completed a  

worksheet, just like the children do when 

she teaches them.  After the lesson, 

prayer and discussion, she provided a 

meal.  The pastors were very happy to 

meet and work on a  plan for reaching 

the children in Acuna.  Matthew 19:26 

says, “Jesus looked at them and said, with 

man this is impossible, but with God all 

things are possible.”  Please join us in 

praying that the lost in Mexico will come 

to know Jesus as their Savior. 

Here are a few pictures from the Pastors 

conference: 

 

Searching God’s 

Word 

 

 

 

Completing 

worksheets  

 

 

 

Eating and fel-

lowshipping. 

 

 

 

THE JESUS FILM 

A few years 

ago, a 

friend 

brought the 

Jesus film in 

Spanish for 

us to use in 

Mexico.  

Hortencia used it again recently to share 

the story of Jesus with children and 

adults throughout Acuna.  Many re-

ceived Christ as their Savior. 



 

 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

Every year there is a need for school supplies.  Spiral notebooks, 
folders, pens, pencils, crayons and glue are needed for children to 
get into school in Mexico.  We get the supplies to Hortencia and 
she passes them out all year to the children who come to the Day 
Centers.  An education helps break the cycle of poverty.   We 
want to prepare the children for the future and through the distri-
bution of school supplies, we can change lives. 

We just received a case of notebook paper and we can make 
notebooks using “pocket and prong folders”.  In the old days, we 
used to call them “duo-tangs”.   The red one in the picture is an 
example of what we could use.  We can also use Wal Mart gift 
cards.  We send these to Del Rio and El Paso for our friends and 
workers to purchase school supplies when they go on sale.   

We appreciate your help.  You can mail gift cards or donations to 
Cord Ministries, P.O. Box 702190; St. Cloud, FL  34770.  Now that 
we are a tax exempt organization, we can provide a receipt for 
your donations. 

 

 

Margarita is one of our 
faithful workers.  (She is the 
woman in the middle).  Eve-
ryday, Margarita feeds 25-30 
children and then teaches 
them a Bible lesson.  Marga-
rita has had a variety of 
health problems, most re-
cently being joint problems 
with her knees.  While we 
were in Acuna in May, Mar-
garita asked if we could 
bring her some vitamins.  
She had some in a small 

packet and she was sure they were helping her.  Hortencia and 
Pat looked at the packet and noticed that the vitamins expiration 
date was 2010.  Pat thought the vitamins were discolored.  There 
were only about 25 left.  We will be getting more vitamins for 
Margarita.  She values your prayers and we would appreciate you 
remembering her in prayer. 

 

 

 

Many thanks to those who helped 
get us Spanish New Testament Bi-
bles for the children in Mexico.  Look 
how God worked it out:    We ex-
pressed a need to a friend, who in 
turn shared the need with a local pas-
tor, who contacted a local church that 
prints New Testament Bibles.  The end 
results: 200 Biblias for us to take to Mex-
ico for the children.  God is so good!! 

Casas por Cristo is an American 

organization that builds homes 

for deserving people in Mexico.  

They have contacted Hortencia 

several times for names of fami-

lies that need a new house.  Dur-

ing the week we were in Acuna, 

a group from Georgia was there 

building a house for Estella.  

Estella has worked with Horten-

cia for many years at the OPI Day Center.  What a privilege to see 

her get a new house.  We truly enjoyed watching (and helping) 

this group build the house for Estella.  It was interesting that the 

youth leader from the group said in the 7 years he has come to 

build houses in Mexico, this is the first time a “pastor” has helped.  

He was referring to Hortencia.  The first day, she jumped in and 

helped level the cement foundation.  The next day, she was help-

ing with the stucco and she also provided meals for the group.  

Although Hortencia does not like to be called “pastor” she is a 

dedicated shepherd/servant.  She knows the needs of the people 

and finds ways to help them.   

This is Estella and the area cleared 

for her new home.  The building 

in the back is her old house.   The 

building on the right is the bath-

room. 

 

 

Two days later, here is the new 

house—with sturdy walls, win-

dows and electricity, even a 

ceiling fan! 

 

Paul and Pat even got to help 

with the stucco. 

 

This is Aldo 

(Hortencia’s son) and 

Levi (Hortencia’s 

granddaughter).  

Aldo has been in 

High School this year.  

Levi begins High 

School in the fall.  In 

Mexico, High School 

is not free.  Currently, 

it costs Hortencia $80 

a month for Aldo to 

go to school.  She had gotten behind on her monthly payments 

for Aldos’s schooling and we were able to help her catch up.  We 

would love to be able to help Hortencia pay for school for Aldo 

and Levi.  If you would like to help, please send us a donation and 

label it “Education”.  Both of the kids help teach younger children 

at the day centers.  They are truly deserving of an education.  

Muchas Gracias! 


